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SECRET SECTION 2 OF 2 ATHENS 2670 

6. PM REFERRED SEVERAL TIMES DURING MY PRESENTATION TO NEED TO 
REMOVE OBSTACLES AND TO SEPARATE IMPORTANT ISSUES FROM LESS 
IMPORTANT, SAYING ON ONE OCCASION THAT "WE SHOULD NOT LOSE RIVER 
IN THE SEARCH FOR ITS SOURCES." WE AGREED THAT NO AGREEMENT WAS 
OF ANY VALUE UNLESS IT MET NEEDS OF BOTH PARTIES. HE BELIEVED 
THAT MOST OF DIFFICULTIES WERE MATTERS OF DETAIL AND SAID THAT 
HE WOULD AUTHORIZE DISCUSSION OF THESE ISSUES SO THAT WE COULD 
"SEE WHAT IS THE FISH AND NOT THE NET." 

7. FONMIN, ON OTHER HAND, WHILE CLAIMING THAT USG HAD NO CLOSER 
FRIENDS THAN GREECE, SAID THAT EXISTING AGREEMENTS DID NOT WORK 
WELL. HE FELT THAT GREEK PUBLIC OPINION WAS QUITE SENSITIVE TO 
MISBEHAVIOR OF US SERVICEMEN AND THAT BILATERALS MUST THEREFORE 
BE CHANGED. AS AN EXAMPLE, HE ARGUED THAT DISPLAY OF US FLAG 
WOULD OFFEND GREEK SENSIBILITIES SINCE IT WOULD BE REMINISCENT OF 
LONG PERIOD OF TURKISH OCCUPATION OR PERIOD OF AXIS OCCUPATION 
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DURING WW II. I QUESTIONED HIS SERIOUSNESS IN DRAWING SUCH 
W ANALOGIES AND DOUBTED THAT GREEK PUBLIC OPINION WOULD BE 
SENSITIVE TO DISPLAY OF FLAG OF COUNTRY WHICH WAS GREECE'S 
PRINCIPAL ALLY. 

8. 1 THEN SAID THAT HE AUTHORIZED FONOFF TO DISCUSS THESE ISSUES 
AND SUGGESTED THAT NEGOTIATIONS PROCEED "WITH A CONSTRUCTIVE 
MIND” KEEPING IN VIEW THAT FOCUS WAS ON COMMON DEFENSE. HE 
VOLUNTEERED THAT HE WOULD ALWAYS BE AVAILABLE IN EVENT THAT HIS 
INTERVENTION MIGHT BE HELPFUL. PM AND FONMIN URGED THAT TWO 
SIDES BEGIN NEGOTIATING QUITE SOON ON SPECIFIC PROVISIONS OF 
AGREEMENT. 

9. COMMENT: PM CLEARLY WAS MORE RECEPTIVE TO POINT OF VIEW I 
ADVANCED THAN WAS FONMIN, WHOSE LIMITED OUTLOOK MAY WELL BE AN 
INHIBITING FACTOR IN MAKING REAL AND RAPID PROGRESS IN NEGOTIAT- 
IONS. IN ORDER TO ENSURE THAT GREEK MILITARY GAIN FULL UNDER- 
STANDING OF NATURE OF OUR CONCERNS, I SHALL TAKE EARLY 
OPPORTUNITY TO CALL ON GEN. BONANOS, CINCHELFOR, TO DISCUSS SOUDA 
AB NEGOTIATIONS AND OTHER RELATED CONCERNS. 

10. 1 WOULD APPRECIATE EARLIEST POSSIBLE RECEIPT OF DEPARTMENT'S 
COMMENTS AND ANY FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS SO AS TO FACILITATE 
RESUMPTION OF NEGOTIATIONS AT EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE. 
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